Evaluation of slow-release formulations of temephos (Abate) and Bacillus thuringiensis var. israelensis for the control of Aedes aegypti in Puerto Rico.
Formulations of temephos (Abate) and Bacillus thuringiensis var. israelensis (B.t.i.) on corncob and dried coconut husk carriers were tested for slow-release insecticide properties against Aedes aegypti larvae in Puerto Rico. Granular formulations of 5% and 10% temephos gave continuous larval control in used automobile tires for 27 to 124 days and 34 to 162 days, respectively. Temephos on radial sections of corncob and coconut husk chips gave good larval control in tires for 27 to 63 and 61 to 134 days, respectively, depending on the size of the carrier. Small (2-3 g) and large (3-5 g) coconut husk chips tested in 167 liter drums provided continuous control for 55 to 105 days, respectively. Granular formulations of B.t.i. controlled Ae. aegypti in tires for 19 to 33 days, and B.t.i. briquets exhibited larvicidal activity in large containers for 26 to 78 days.